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Florida Entomologist 68(3)
September, 1985 Parasitic nematodes occur in ants of several genera (Nickle 1974 ), but have not been reported previously in fire ants sens. str., Solenopsis (Solenopsis) spp. Recently we observed a single nematode in the gaster of each of nine workers of the tropical fire ant, Solenopsis geminata (F.).. These ants were among 270 specimens that had been collected ca six months previously in pitfall traps at two sites in Alachua County, Florida, during an ecological study. They were preserved in 70% isopropanol, which causes the gasters of fire ants to become greatly distended. Subsequent sampling of S. geminata from this and other areas failed to yield additional parasitized specimens; therefore, we decided to report our observation now because it appears that considerable time may be required to find the nematode again.
The parasitized ants were detected by observing the white larval nematodes in the distended, partially cleared gasters. Due to the distortions of alcohol preservation, it was not possible to precisely visualize these ants as In studies of timing of mosquito activity, more is known about biting than about oviposition. Haddow (1954) studied biting behavior of some African mosquitoes and recommended (a) that timing records should be related to sunrise and sunset and (b) that collection intervals should not exceed one hour. We adopted these recommendations in our study of oviposition.
In May-July 1984, preimaginal W. mitchellii and W. vanduzeei were collected from bromeliads at Vero Beach, Florida, USA (270 38'N 80?
